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Eccleſ. Chap. VII. Verſ. 14. former Part. 


In the Day of Proſperity, be joyful ; but in 
ths of Adverſity, conſt der. ; 


A latter Part of this Text may ſeem 

a little too dark and melancholy for 

the preſent Occaſion ; but yet I can- 

not Fo. but when both Parts are ta- 

ken together, the Whole may be no ways un- 
ſuitable to what-we are now doing, viz. The 


28 a Day of Thankſgiving in a Mourning 


1115 ſome may be uneaſy at the hearing, at 
this Time, any Thing ſaid upon the Subject of 
Aver ſity, yet I preſume, that the Beſt of my Au- 
ditors inay be of another Mind; for tho' the 
Paſſion of Her Sorrow may be pretty well abated, 
yet the Conſideration and Wiſdom which She far- 
ther learnt in Her Day of Adverſity, will always 
remain with Her. 

War, tho' we have Sueceſs in it, is ſo direful 
= Calamity ; and we muſt paſs over, at leaſt in 
our Minds, ſuch Hea ape of Slaughter and Ruin, 

before we can think of Rejoycing: That the Day 
of Adverſity, do what we can, will mingle it lf 
with our Day of Proſperity, and they will have 
as near a Neighbourhood in ſome Part of our 
Affairs, as they have in the Text. 
However, I ſhall invert the Order of theſe 

Sentences, and begin with the laſt Part, becauſe 
the other will be moſt ſeaſonable to conclude 
with. And I hope, that a few ſerious Refletions 


will not ſpoil our preſent Joy, but rather ſet 
it re the better, A2 1. 
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A A Thankſgiving Sermon 


I. In the Day of Adverſity, confider. Human 


Life, at the beſt, is but a Sort of Chequer-Work, 
and for the moft Part, the dark Colour abounds; 
ſo that Ne who is not provided with Conſideration 
to ſuppoft him under the worſt State, wants 
half the Wiſdom that belongs to his Condition 
in this World; and even in the Day of Proſpe- 
rity 2 be to ſeek for any Thing of true Hap- 
pineſs. 

God therefors has ſet the one over againſt the 
other; and as it is the Wiſdom of His Provi- 


dence to temper dur Condition as He thinks fit, 


{0 it is our Duty to accommodate our ſelves to 
His Allotments. Each State will engage us in 


ſome particular Exerciſes of Religion; and the - 
Vicithtude of both, will beſt ſerve to perfect our 


Holinefs. 

Conſideration is a great Duty of it ſelf, and 
leads to others as great. It is the Foundation 
of all true Wiſdom, the ready Application of 

what we habitually know to the various Cir- 
cumſtances of what we are to think and to do. 


But here 1 in the Text, where we are bid to con- 


Rder in the Day of Adver ſiy, it immediately 


leads us to the moſt indiſpenſible Duty of that 


State, & full Truſt in God; which is much better 
than to truſt in Proſyerity ; ; which, tho' 1t may 
be gladly receiv'd as a Gueſt, mult not be rc- 
ly d uportas a ſure Friend; for this may be- 


tray us, but the other is the very Centre 


on which we ought to be fixg'd ; which will 


niake us wiſe ini every Condition, and ſafe in 


every Event; it. being that which Adverſity 
quires, and which it beſt teaches. 
Man wants but little Reflexion on -him- 
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before the Queen. 5 
ſelf, to ſee the abſolute Neceſſity of truſting 
in God in all the Troubles of this Life; and 
tis ſtrange if he meet not Troubles enough to 
bring him to this Conſideration. When, by an 
Experience of what he ſuffers, and by a Sur- 
vey of his own Weakneſs, he ſhall find it ne- 
ceſſary to go ont of himſelf for ſome ſure Sup- 
port, I am certain he will not find that ſure 
Support in the Compaſs of the whole Creation; 
which has nothing but Vanity writ upon it 
by King Solomon himſelf, in large and capital 
3 | = 

= There is nothing but the infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God, and his eternal Nature, that 
can give us true Security, and a full Repoſe. 


— 


We are made with ſuch Dependencies, blended 


with' ſach Infirmities, encompas'd with fuch 
Difficulties, as if we were purpoſely deſign'd to 
have only ſo much Strength as to get out of 
our ſelves, and to bring all our Infirmities to 
him who made us, that by a full Reliance on 
his Power, we may in fome Senſe be created a- 
gain, and find our everlaſting Support in thoſe 
„ene which firſt brought us out of No- 
thing. e 

| his Truſt in God can alone ſuſtain us, ſo 
it is a noble Way of hononring our Maker; for 
All-fufhciency, or an infinite Fulnels, is beſt 
acknowledg'd-by our receiving from him; and. 
2 main Part of our Duty conſiſts in fitting our 
ſelves to receive his Favours. Adverfity then is 
the ſure Way of training us up, to give him the 
trueſt Honour, and to partake of his beſt Mer- 
cies; and beſides, it is a wile Proviſion of his, 
that when Proſperity comes, it may not hurt 

e ö A 3 | us: 
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us; and that, when all Tryals are over, we 
may be ſafely plac'd in the higher Stations of 


_ Happineſs, and never fall from thence, as the 


Angels did, who never knew Adverſity. | 
For when God has thoroughly exercis'd us in 
the Way of Faith, and Hope, and Truſt, and 
Patierice, and Reſignation, which are the pro- 
per Vertues of this State; when He has taught 
us to ſee Him through a Glaſs darkly, and yet 
to adore Him with all our Powers, to depend 
intirely upon His Providence, which has ſuch 


Perplexities, that we cannot ſee through, and 


ſuch Depths as we cannot comprehend ; when 
He has try'd us with many Difficulties, and 
found us true to all the: Laws of Diſcipline ; 
then will He lay by all the ſtern Authority of 
a Governor, and ſhew us all the Indulgence of 
a Father; and fully inſtate us in that glorious 


Inheritance, for which He has ſo carefully pre- 


par d us by a Courfe of ſevere Vertues. ; 
Conſider farther, that there are ſome peculi- 
ar Degrees of Holineſs, which are beſt obtain'd 
in the Day of Adverſiity, 3 
When one reads the Deſcription that Job gives 
of his--own Righteouſneſs, in the xxixth and 


xxxiſt Chapters of that Book, one would be apt 


to conclude, that he was then ſo good and fo per- 


fect a Man, that nothing more could be reaſon- 


ably expected from him in this imperfect State 


of Life; but God had wew Perfections to add to 


that Soul, which could be work'd up only in a 


Day of Adverſity; for he then receiv'd ſuch 


enlarg'd Conceptions of the incomprehenſible 
Majelty of God, ſuch mean Thoughts of his 


own former Righteouſneſs, and ſuch a juſt Con- 
| fuſion 
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fuſion for having inſiſted fo much upon his 


own Integrity, that he ſums up all at laſt in - 


this moſt humble Confeſſion; I have heard of 
thee by the Hearing of the Ear, but now mine Eye 
ſeeth these; wherefore I abhor my ſelf, and repent in 


_ "Duſt and Aſhes! Xlii. 5, 6. He had heard of God 


by the ſoft Whiſpers of Conſcience; he had 


- heard of Him by the faint Reports of Nature 


and Reaſon, but towards the End of his Affli- 
ions, he ſaw God's Wiſdom, and Power, and 


Providence in fo clear a Light, with fo full a 


Conviction, and in ſuch a glorious Manifeſtati- 
on of His infinite Perfections, that he might 
with great Reaſon ſay, Now mine Eye ſeeth thee ! 
tho? even then God ſpake to him out of a Tem- 
peſt and Whirlwind z and tho' Clouds and Dark- 
neſs were then round about Him, yet he plain- 


lx ſaw that Righteouſneſs and Truth were the 


Habitation of his Throne, and that in great 
Faithiulneſs He bad caus'd him to be tronbl'd. 
And if Fob was ſo juſt and ſo good a Man in 
his former Proſperity, what an excellent Saint 
do we think he muſt needs have been after his 
inward Senſes were ſo fully open'd by Diſci- 
pline; after he had been taught a new Wiſdom 
in the School of Adverſity, and was able to make 
an unanſwerable Apology for the Providence of 
God in all its Diſpenſations ? - 
Confideration, Truſt in God, Patience, Re- 
fNenation, ---— are thoſe Duties for which the 
Goſpel was eſpecially calculated; they give us 
a new Underſtanding in the Ways of Godli- 


neſs, a more exquiſite Reliſh of the Book of : | 


Fob, of the Pſalms of David, and of the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt : We have another Taſte and Plea- 
tp A 4 ſure, 
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ſure, | when we read theſe ſolemn Truths with 

a Commerit of Afflictions: Then Fountains of 
Conſolation ſpring up in ſeveral Paſlages of the 
Scriptures, which we never perceiv'd in our for- 
mer Reading; for ' Proſperity, tho' never ſo 
prudently us d, gives a ſtrange Flatneſs to the 
great Things of Religion, and ſeldom admits 
us to the moſt inward Receſſes, the Sanctuary of 
the divine Wiſdom: But then all its Truths 
and Promiſes are exceeding great and precious, 
when our Condition molt wants them, and our 
Intereſt in them is belt ſecur d. 

Now, in this ſhort View of Things, whicke 
the Conſider ation in the Text has ſet before us; 
may we not perceive, that Projperity and Ad- 
verſity come ſomewhat near a Poize? For the 
latter may as much out-weigh in ſpiritual 
Advantages, as the other does in a, natural De- 
frrableneſs; fo that a wiſe Man knows not 
which to prefer, but (as it is a main Part of 
his Wiſdom ſo to do) he leaves that wholly to 
God's Diſpoſal, and only begs for the Vertues 
of that: State, or of that uſual Mixture of Good 

and Evil, which ſhall be aſſign'd him. And. 
Wo now I turn to the brighter Part of my Text. 
4 : II. In the Day of Proſperity, be foyful. 
SZ 1. Let us ſee what Reaſon we have to call this 
Day cf our Thankſgiving, a Day of Proſperity. 
2. What the Duty of being joyful in this Day, 
requires of us. 
þ We have, for ſome Time. look'd on the exor- 
biant Power of F, ance, as the laſt Age did on 
that of Hain, as an unſufferable Bar to the com- 
mon Happineſs of Europe; and the ill Deſigns, 
. and barbarous Crucitie of doth thoſe Powers 
: | 2 
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| before the Queen. 9 
againſt the Proteſtant Cauſe and Profeſſors, have 


made them equally abhorr'd by all who user 8 
| and value the true Chriſtian Religion. 


Now, the weakning of the Power of Prat 
tho” car arry d on by great Difficulties, Experge 
and Loſſes, is no mean Part of our preſent 


ſperity; and is a fair Way to ſomething mere 
compleat. Tis Proſperity, in that it brings us 


nearer towards what we chiefly deſign, in vi 
it anſwers to the Intent of all our warlike 
dertakings, and tends to that ſecure and laſti 


I hope it is no Diſparagement to the Proff; 


rity of this Day, that in the Compaſs of t 2 


waſting War, we have had many ſuch Days 
already. | 

What of this Nature we have hitherto ar. 
joy d, has been beartily and eloquently 
counted for, by ſeveral Perſons imploy d 2 
this Subject; but a new Hiffory of Succe 
calls for a new Order of Thoughts, and a fre 
Spring of Thankſgivings. 

My Buſineſs at preſent, is not to give 506 A 
long Narration of what You know much more 
exactly than I do; but only to obſerve ſore 
of the wonderful Footſteps of Providence In 

2 
perform'd their Duty, to give them their ju 
Commendation. 


The famous Siege of Liſle, tho' flowly, yet 
effectually carry d on, and ending at laſt with 


theſe Tranſactions, and of its Favour in 


alk the Glory that belongs to ſuch a Maſter- 


Piece of War, is the moſt remarkable Scene that 


enters 0 this aad s Proſperity. Tho' it were 


often 
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often interrupted, by calling off great De- 


— Y 
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tachments for ſudden Excur ſions, and for ſure 
Convoys, yet it was ſtill warmly renew'd, and 
might have been ſooner difpatch'd by an un- 
chriſtian Waſte of Lives, had nothing but De- 
ftruction and falſe Honour, been the inſpirin 

Principle: But here was a rare Conjunction of 
Piety and Vajour, ſuch an over-ruling Influ- 
ence of pure Courage and Wiſdom in the Con- 
duct of that warlike Undertaking, as had no- 
thing of Ambition, but much of Humanity in 
it. A Kiege does not uſually afford much Va- 
riety, only a Vigilance and Readineſs in re- 
pelling all Manner of Sallies, and in making 
All ſeaſonable Aſſaults, a Reſglution in main- 
taining of conſtant Batteries and Approaches; 
and all theſe are very legible in the Deſcriptions 
that are given us of that Action: But there was 
one peculiar Circumſtance which ſeems to en- 
haunce the Honour of this Seige; a vaſt Army 
of our Enemies moving almoſt rund the Place, 


and never able to raiſe the Siege; altering their 


Encampements, changing their Pofitions, ſtill 
ſeeking after ſome Paint that might be fortunate 
to them ! as it, like the King of Moab againſt 
the Iſraelites. they hop d to prevail againſt us, 
not by Battel, but by Exchantment ; and really, 
great Diftreſſes do oftentimes carry deſpairing 


Armies and Courts into ſomthing of Magick or 


Superſtition. We 
Torn Generals were ſent into the Field, warm 


with Hopes, and confident of their firſt Fortune 


the ſecret Conduct all the while under an older 
General, proud of his Experience, and jealous of 
his Honour; and afterwards, an ang 

Ace, 
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Prince, almoſt deſperate with Diſcontent, and on 
all Occaſions fir d with Revenge, breaks in upon 


us on a ſudden with m and violent Attempts, 


and with the Promiſo of a cloſe-lay'd Treachery, 
to lure his rapid Motien. But lo] thro the 
Providence of God, and a ſuperior Genius in our 


Generals, and an aſcendant Courage in our 


Forces, and thoſe of our Allies, they all fell 
under their ſeveral lileraces and felt the Weight 


of a declining Empire. 


One Thing more js ſo very remarkable, that 
it cannot well be omitted, viz. That we paſa d 
the Scheld that very Day that our Ag] A e- 
bly met in Parliament; to ſhew us what a migh- 
ty Influence a Conjunction of our Councih, and 
of our Courage, may have, a, Bleſſing 
of God, in all our Succeſſes. unanimous 
Reſolves of our Parliament, make as loud a Re- 
port as our Cannon, and are as formidable to 
our Enemies; and well they may, for they a- 
nimate our whole Confederacy with a new Soul 
of additional Strength, continually circulating 
in larger and larger Supplies, 


* 


Our Army eaſily paſs'd over thoſe Obſtructi- 


ons, which our Enemies had been long proje- 


Ciing againſt us; who, to give them their Due, 


are very ingenious in caſting up Lines, fortify ing of 
Camps, making of Dams, and the like; but as 
Providence diſpoſes Things, tis only to make 


their Defeats and Flights more ignominious. 


When this River was paſs'd, the very Fame of 
our General's Approach rais'd the Siege of Bruſ- 
ſels; where the chief Manager of that Enterprize 
fled with his uſual Swiftneſs, when he turns his 
Back to Danger, as if he had not yet * 


> 


Ie 2 


n . 
* LEA 


12 A Thankſriving Sermon 
from that Conſternation wherewith he fled from his 


— 


own Territories. 

And here I cannot but make a Stand, to admire the 
Retaliations of the divine Providence; that the Ba- 
varian Houſe ſhould be forc'd to drop thoſe Honours 
and Soils of the Palatinate, which aleſs glorious Reign 
of ours, once tamely ſufter'd to be hf and divided ! 

und that the ſame Palatine Family, which was then 

(6 ſhamefully abandon d, ſhould be now ſo honou- 
rably eſtabliſn d into the next Succeſſion to the King- 
dom of Great Britain: So fortynate, or rather ſo hap- 
. a Thing, it is, to have r for the Proteſtant 

Kchgion! And as to our Eleftor, who, out of a tru 
Greatneſs of Mind, was content to make the lea 
Figure in this Campaign, upon a right Judgment of 
Things, he may, in ſome Senſe, be ſaid to have made 
the greateſt ; for it is ſomething more than Heroict, 


= 


to benefit Mankind by Condeſcen/jon ; and to diſre- 


gard his own Honour, for the better carrying on of 
the publick Good. | | I 

A moſt favourable Seaſon attended the laſt Under- 
taking of this Campaign, where thoſe Tozns, which 


were loſt by. Treachery in the Spring, (but then gave 


ws the Occaſion of a moſt glorious Victory) were all 
gather d up again in the Concluſion of the Year : So 
that we may apply to our Enemies thoſe Words of 
the Plalmiſt, The Proud have ſlept thei r Sling, and all the 
Men whoſe Hantts were mighty, have found nothing, Pal. 
rr 
And what a happy Inſtrument, under God, is our 
moſt Renomn d General, whoſe Character increaſes eve- 
ry. Year, as ner Dithculties draw out new Diſcove- 
es of his Wiſdom, and Valour, and Conduct, and 
Perſeverance in the fame noble Deſign $ and of his 
being truly conſummate in albmilitary Arts and Ver- 
ties} We have known him brave and forward in 


 kadden Dangers, and eminent in the Felicity of ſwift 


Succeſs ; and now we have ſeen him try d in all 
the. various Exerciſe of warlike Wiſdom, under tha 


Delays of Victory, with an Attentiom to every Ac- 


cident; 
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cident, and a Mind watchful in M Poſt of Pru- 
dence; providing the true Remedy for every croſs 
Emergency; generoully eager in the Heat of N 
and yet as remarkably excelling in the Cautions and 
Patience of Valour. What can be farther added, 
beſides one more Campaign, to finiſh this War, and 
his own great Character? Ke 3: ts 
This 1s ſome Part of that Proſperity for which we 
are met this Day, to return our Thanks to God, and. 
to ſhew our ſelves joyful for His good Providences. 
in our Behalf ; and what the. Duty of being - joyful 
in this Day of Proſperity requires from us, is the laſt 
Thing I am to ſpeak to. bs 
1. It calls upon us to expreſs our Thankſgivings 
to God in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; to + 
celebrate Him in His publick Worſhip, with Fre- | 
quency of Attendance, and Chearfulneſs of Perfor- 
mance; to delight our ſelv?s in the Lord, and to be telling 
of His Goodneſs 18 Day to Day; And ſurely theres 
wants but little Invitation to the Love of Ged, whert 
we abound in the Teſtimonies of His Love to us; 
when we walk in the Light of His Countenance, an 
when the main Part of our Religion 1s to tell of His 
Goodneſs, and to bleſs Him for our Happjneſs ; but 
then we muſt endeavour, that the Satistadtion we find 
in glorifying God, may far exceed that which we 
feel from the Enjoyment of temporal Favours: Like 
the good Ifraeclites in ancient Times, we maſt look 
upon the Bleſſings of this Life, as the Types and 
Pledges of thoſe that are heavenly and eternal : We | 
mult work np our Gratitade to that Height whicki 1 
our Proſperity calls for, and diſtinguiſh our ſelves by 
4 Leal in Duty, as God has diſtinguiſh'd us by a 
long Courſe of Mercies. a 
2. A joytul Heart, under a due Senſe of Proſperi;. 
ty, will be extending it {elf in the proper Acts of 
Kindneſs and Benificence; *twill be a flowing Con- 
duit, to convey to ethers thoſe Refreſhments it {elf re- 
Ceives from the Fountain of Goddneſs, and it will 
And its owu Comforts till more pute, by being in # 
a / 
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conſtant Motion of free and generous Communica- 
tion, and by running out in ſeveral Streams of Cha- 
tity, and of doing Good, The abounding in this 
Vertue, puts Proſperity into its right Chanel; here it 

— on in a regular Courſe; here even an Overflowin 
an be no Damage, becauſe it gives a Fraitfulneſs 
where it overflows, and yet loſes nothing of its true 
Fulneſs, but rather rectives additional Streams of 

new Satisfaction and Delight. | 
3. Tetmperance, Moderation of Paſſions, and a wiſe 
Humility of Mind, are Vertues which belong to the 
Day of Proſper For Plenty has many Snares mingl'd 
with it; Riches are apt to ſwell Men inte Pride, and 
whete there is an Abundance, there are continual 
Femptations to Exceſs. They to whom ;God hath 
given all Things richly to enjoy, have more eſpecial- 
ly need of Moderation to boand that Enjoyment, 
and of a wiſe Mind, to Te thro their own Greatneſs, 
and often to contemplate their Mortality in the midſt 
of their Splendor. hen others call ein happy, they 
muſk acknowledge, tis what they have not Gaterv d, 
when they are commended for doing Good, they mult 
teproach themſelves for having done no more; they 
maſt deny themſelves in many Things, when they 
have every Thing at Command. In all their rich E- 
Rüpage, their diſtinguiſhing Apparel, their lively 
-0nverſation, and their Variety of Diverſions, they 
mliſt take Care that their Wiſdom remain with them, 
Which will help them to ſee thro all the Vanity of 
meer worldly Tiungs, and give no Occaſion to the 
World to cenſure theirs. * 
4. If the main Part of our Proſperity may be 
teaſonably thought to flow in upon us, on the Ac- 
count of that exemplary Piety on the Throne, which 
God continues to reward in ſo conſpicuous à Man- 
ner; then what chearful Obedience ought we to pay 
fo that eminent Pattern of Goodneſs, and that ſacred 
Pledge of our Proſperity * How ought we to conſpire, 
in our ſeveral Stations, by all our Counſels, Endea- 
yours, and Actions, to give that Efe and Happineſs 
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before the Queen. _ 
to Her, which She, by a Bleſſing on Her Vertues, 
procure for us? a f 

Sthhy and lafly, All the Ingredients of Proſperity, 
Axe oft that foft and healing Nature, that one would 
think, that they ſhould not fail of ſweetning our 
Tenipers, and of making us to live in Love ant 
Friendfhtp with one another. God has bleſs d our 
Great General: of the Confederacy, with fuck a mu- 


tual Aflection, and with fuch a Unity of Deſign, that. 


they fight againſt our Enemies, as it were under the 
lame Star, and arc doubly powerful by acting all 


Things with ſo perfect an Agreement. 


Methinksthis thould teach us to maintain the ſame 
auſpicious Union in all our civil and religious Af- 


fairs; eſpecially in our religions Concerns, that our 


Church may be as terrible to our Enemies, as our Camp, 
4s tervible as an Army with Banners, Cant. VI. 4. 
The fatal Diſtinction of High and Low Church, er 


- 2 Jealouſy that ſorne had too much'Zeal, and ſome too 


little, was the moſt effectual Step to the utter Ruin.of 
the Reform d in France. Synods, or general Aſſemblies, 


- wete exaſperated and divided by falle Patrons, whe 


had no other Deſzgn, but to compaſs good Stations 
at Court by their Diviſions, and to make themſelves 
honoiwrable by their Diſgrace; but whoever ſhall truſt 
Religion to the Patronage of thoſe who have no Ver- 


tue, maſt be very weak in their Judgments, or very 


Afxong in their Paſſiont. 


Our Day of Proſperity may quickly be clouded, un- 


are to remoye our Sins, and our Quar- 
reis. God would have fed the Iſraslites with the fineſt 
Wheat-Flour, and with Honey out of the ſony 
Rock, would He have fatisfy'd them; but their Wic- 
Kedmeſs, their Murmurings, and their untoward Tem- 
Hr, turm d away the Current of His Bleſmgs : My 
People would not hear my Voice, ſo I gave them up to tleir 
corntHearts Luſtc,aed letthers follow their own Imaginations, 
Pal. LXXXI. 22. Bu wwhillt our tuo man Spring: 


n eat at Head, in a moſt pious Wiſdom and ex- 


empilary Hatmas at Heme, aui in a vertuous Magaa- 
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nimity Abroad, we have ſome Hopes, that our Motions 
wards publick Happineſs, may fully ſucceed at laſt, 
Nad how glad am I to paſs over Complaints as ſoon as 
May be, and to dwell on ſuch Gratulations as may be 
ly paid! For what a painful Thing would it be to 

| true Lovers of God, and of their Country, not to 

e ſuffer d to ſpeak freely in the Commendation of our 
chief Governors and Benefactors, for fear of betraying 
the juſt Rights of Religion and Vertue ? But when by 
a wiſe and happy Adminiſtration of publick Affairs, 
and by an excellent Spitit of Piety and Wiſdom, they 
nder themſelves fit to be admir'd, and in their 
Goodneſs and Greatneſs we can ſee more of the divine 
mage; what Bleſſings do they give us, in making 
emſelves wortky to be belov'd and praisd! Theirown 
Excellency raiſes in us all thoſe Honours of Thought, 
and that Joy of Language, which ought to be im- 
play's, whenever we {peak of their Perſons or Actions. 
Io conclude, you have now heard ſome of the Du- 
ties and Advantages of a Day of Adverſity, and what 
Vertucs belong to a Day of Proſperity; and you may 
eaſily perceive, that both together, as theſe Days are u- 
ſualſy temper'd by the divine Hand, do moſt effectually 
onduce to the beſt Improvement of the Soul; for to be 
fo ſome Time under the moſt ſolemn Inſtruction thar 
e deepeſt Sorrow can ſuggeſt, and to have often thoſe 
nlatgements of a thanifl Heart, which a Series of gla- 
riens Succeſſes may reaſonably inſpire, takes in the whole 
Compals of the Chriſtian Vertues, and of that imperial 
Wiſdom too that rules the Throne: It makes Greatneſs 
fate, as wellas highly valuable; for thus Mortality and 
Grandeur may dwell malt happily together: And ſince 
the good and wite Providence of God has ſo well pre- 
par d Torr Majeſty to bear a great and long Proſperity, 
may all the Remainder of Your Days be brighten' d, 
either with a Succeſſion of Triump/s, or with the ſe- 


rener Joys of a well-eſtablith'd Peace. 22 JV G2 
oy ohh, 


70 God the Father, God the Son, and God ile 
be all Honour, Glory, Power, Praiſe, and Thankſgi- 
wins, loth now and for evermore, Amen. 
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